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APPLICATION OF TARIFF

This tari ffcontains regulations, rates and charges applicable to the provision ofCarte& Co»r»on L"
Switched Access, and other miscellaneous se&vices, hereinafter referred to colle«»ely as ser ' e~ ~

provided to Customers by Var Tec.

The operating territory ofVar Tec comprises the geographic areas for wluch VarTec is certtfted to op '
in the State ofSouth Carolina. These areas are specified by identification ofthe exchanges estabhsh«by

VarTec for the administration ofcommunications services. Not all services described in t»s t»tff a«

available from every wire center.
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TARIFF FORMAT

Page Numbering —Page ni»~bers appear in the upper ri ght hand conier ofthe page. Pages a«nut»«ed

sequentially, and from time to time new pages may be added to the tariff. When a new page» add "
between existing pages, a decimal is added to the preceding page number. For example a new Pag

added between Page Nos. 3 and 4 would be numbered 3.1.

Page Revision Numbers —Revision numbers also appear in the upper right comer «each Page The

numbers are used to determine the most rurrent page version on file with the ConM'nission Foi examP

the 4th revised page 25 cancels the 3rd revised page 25. Because ofvarious suspension periods defena

etc. the Commission follows in the tariff approval process, the most current page ru»»bei on f»e w' h

Commission is not always the tariff page in effect.

Paragraph Numbering Sequence —There are va6ous levels ofalphanumeric coding. Each level o

is subservient to its next 1»gher level. The following is an example ofthe numbering sequence suggested foi

use ill tal lffs.

2. 1

2.1.1

2.1.1.A
2.1.1.A. 1

2.1.1.A. 1.(a)
2.1.1.A. 1.(a).1

2.1.1.A. 1.(a).1.(i)
2. 1.1.A. 1.(a).1.(i)(1)

Check Page - When a tariff filing is made with the Convinission, an undated check. page accompames t

tariff filing. The cherk page lists the pages contained in the tari ff, with a cross r eference to the current

revision number. When new pages are added, the check. page is updated to reflect the revision. All

revisions made in a given filing are designated by an asterisk (*).The tariff user should refer to the latest

check page to find out if a particular page is the most current on file with th e CoiTiriiissioli.
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EXPLANATION OF SYMBOI.S

When changes are made in any ta6.ffpage, a revised page will be issued canceling the tariff page affected.

Changes will be identified on the revised page(s) through the use of the following symbols:

(C) — to signify changed regulation

(D) - to signify discontinued rate, regulation, or text
(I) - to signify increased rates

(M) - to signify material relocated from one leaf to another without change

(N) — to signify new rate, regulation, or text

(R) — to signify reduced rate

(S) - to signify reissued material

(T) - to signify a change in text, but no change in rate or regulation

(Z) - to signify a correction

hi addition to symbols for changes, each changed provision in the tariff shall contain a vertical line in the

right hand margin of the page which clearly shows the exact number of lines being changed
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1.0 DEFINITIONS

1.1 Definitions of Terms

800 Number portability Access Service —Denotes a service tl»t »iclu"

access services using the following dialing plans: 800, 888, 877, 866

822, 8QQ, as used throughout this tari ff, includes all 8QQ-type «11 f

800 Service Provider — Denotes the entity that offers 800 abc

subscribers.

8XX Data Base Access Service - A toll-free originating Trull&side Access Service

when the 8XX Service Access Code (i.e., 80Q, 822, 833, 844, 8~5

available) is used.

Access Code- A uniform seven digit code assigned to an individual Cu orn '
digit code has tlie form 101XXXXor 950-XXXX.

Access Customer Name Abbreviation —Denotes a tliree alps& c ar

identifies the Customer to which the Access Service bill is rej'&d

Access Minutes-DelMtes tllatusage ofexchallge facilities in intrastate service 0 "
purpose ofcalculating chargeable usage. On the originating end of an ni" as

is 111easured from the time the origination End User's call is delivered by

acl&nowledged as received by the Customer's facilities connect &d

exchange. oilthetenTmlat, 1gendofanint;astatecall, llsageisineasured &o 1'" "h'
call is received by the End User in the teiminating exchange. TiiW»g

originating and terminating end ofan intrastate ca]1shall terminate ~hen the c»»ig "' ca

patty disconnects, wliichever event is recogimed first in the originatjng and

exchanges, as applicable. Those two times are measured by the rm~e'p

as answer/disconnect supervision. Access minutes is also M4sc

(Sivitched A ecess Service).
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1.0 DEFINITIONS (Continued)

Definitions of Terms (Continued)

Access Services - Originating or terminating intrastate switched access sei p

by Var Tec to teleconiniunications can iers that access Var Tec's End User

local exchange network. Switched Access to tlie network ofan Interexchange Ca'» '
the purpose of originating or terminating communications.

Access Service Request —The industry service order fort»at used by Access Se' '
Custol»ers alid access ploviders as agieed to by the Ordering and Billing Fol~u»

Access Tandem - An Exchange Carrier's switching system that provides a concen a loll

and distribution function for oiiginating or temiinating traffic between End Of~

and Customers' premises.

Answer/Disconnect Supervision —The transmission of the svvi«li tru «q pm ' "

supervisory signal(off-hook or on-hook) to t'lie IXC point ofconnection for termuia ing

calls to the exchange as an indication tliat tile called pal@has ans~«ed or '

Authorized User - A person, firm, corporation or other entity that either is authorize y

the Customer to use Access Services or is placed in a position gy the Customer, either

through acts or omissions to use Access Services.

Billing Account Number (BAN) - Denotes a code tliat identifies the Cu

account to which Access Services are billed.

Business Day - Denotes the times ofday tliat Var Tec is open f~r bus»

tliese are 8:00or 9:00A.M. to 5:00or 6:00P.M. , respectively, mith an hour for hinch,

Monday through Friday, resultiiig in a standard forty (40) hour cwork week However

Business Day houl s fol ValTec 1»ay vary based 011col»pany p01 I y

1ocatl 01'1.

Call - An attempt for which the complete destination code or a CACO e ( .g
XXXX, 101XXXXO,0- or 00-) is provided in the originating ~ii ecti"
destination code is provided in the teri»iiiating direction.
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1.0 DEFINITIONS (Continued)

1.1 Definitions of Terms (Continued)

Calling Station —The telephone ntrmber from which a Call orig n

Called Station - The telephone number called.

Carrier or Common Carrier - See lnterexchange Can ier or Bx n e Car..er.. A.n

entity other than VarTec that provides telecommunications se&

CarrierIdentlficatlon Code Denotesanumel„ccodethatisasslg ed y Telcordia to

ong distance carriers for the provisioning ofFeature Group 8 ~zd/ or D tnt s&de Access

Seimice. The numeric code uniquely identifies the carrier.

Carrier Customer —A Can-ier that accesses the network ofVar Ee
who are not telecommunications car.iers, and subsequently receive ' astate switched

access service from Var Tec. A Carrier that purchases exchang s serv&ce from

VarTec is responsible for the payment ot charges and comp]iance with Varwith Var Tec's

regulations and applicable state law.

Central office-Denotes alocal Companyswitchirlg systenl whe~e Teleph'n' "' g

Service Custol~ler station loops are temurlated for purposes ofi~tercol a&ection to each

other and to trunks.

Channel(s) - Denotes an electrical or photonic, in the cas~ er o tic based

ystems conunlmcationspathbetween tw ~ pomts o ftennmma yo tentunation.
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1.0 DEFINITIONS (Continued)

Definitions of Terms (Continued)

Co-Carrier —Any other telecommunications provider authorized by the Cor»»ssro» «
provide local exchange sew ice in the state.

Commission - South Carolina Public Service Commission.

Common Channel Signaling (CCS) - A high-speed packet switched communications

network which is separate (out ofband) fioI» the public packet switched and message

networks. It is used to can y addressed signaling messages for individual trunk circuits

and/or database related services between signaling points in the CCS»etwork

Common Line - Denotes a line, trunk, pay telephone line or other facilityprovided under

the general and/or local exchange service tariffs ofVarTec, termi»ated on a central office

switch. A common line-residence is a line or trunk provided under the residence

regulations ofthe general and/or local exchange service tariffs. A cor»»on line-business

is a line provided under the business regulations of the general and/or local exchange

service tariffs,

Company, the —VarTec Telecom, Inc.

Constructive Order - Delivery ofcalls to or acceptance ofcalls Lorn Var Tec's End User

locations over VarTec-switched local exchange services constitutes a Constructive Order

by the Customer to purchase switched access services as described herein. Similarly, the

selection by a Company's End User of the Customer as the presubsc6bed IXC constitutes

a Constructive Order of Switched Access by the Customer.

Customer(s) - Any individual, partnership, association, joint-stock co»rp»ry, trust

corporation or goverrrmental entity or any other entity which uses or subscribes to the

services offered under tlris tariff, including Interexchange Ca»iers (IXCs), E»d User s and

Exchange Carriers providing intrastate communications between two or more exchanges.

Disconnect —To render inoperable or to disable circuitry thus pr.eventing outgoing and

incoming toll communications

service.
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1.0 DEFINITIONS (Continued)

1.1 Definitions of Terms (Continued)

End Office - A local Telephone Company switrhing system where T le hone Exchange

Service Customer station loops are terminated for purposes of iritei -connection to each

other and to trunlcs.

End Office Switch —Denotes a local Company switching system where Telephone

g ice Custoiner station loops are terminated for u oses ofits ofinterconnection

to ti unlcs. Included are Reinote Switci~ng Modules (RSM) and Rei~
(RSS) served by a host office in a different wire center.

End User - Any Customer ofan intrastate telecommunications sei~' e that is not acamei,

except that a carrier other than the Company shall be deemed to & n "end user" when

such camer uses a teleconvnunications service for administrativ& P poses and a person

or entity that offers telecommuriications services exclusively as a I & er shall be deemed

to be an end user if all resale transmissions offered by such rCC lier ori inate on the

premises ofsuch reseller. Any individual, association, corporation governitiental agency

or any other entity other than an IXC which subscribes to intrastW" ervice rovidedby

an Exchange Carrier and in whose name the telephone nirmber ~~ e Callin Station is

registered with the underlying local exchange company.

Entrance Facility - A Switrhed Transport facility between a ~o
center and a Customer premises that provides a Customer with d ~ ated trans ort from

the serving wire center to the Customer's premises. A trunk +a lit connecting the

Customer's point of presence with the local switching center-

Exchange - Denotes a unit, generally smaller than a Local Accus nd Ti ans ort Ai ea

established by Var Tec for the administration ofconimimications s ~i ce in a s ecified area

which usually embraces a city, town or village and its environs. I~ nsists of one or more

central offices together with the associated facilities used in fum~ n coirumunications

service within that area. One or more designated exchanges c~ rises a iven Local

Access and Transport Area.
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1.0 DEFINITIONS (Continued)

1.1 Definitions of Terms (Continued)

Exchange Carrier - Any individual, partnersliip, association, joint-stock company, tnist,

goveniniental entity or corporation engaged in the provision oflocal exchange telephone

service.

Facility —Denotes any one of the elements of physical telephone plant that is needed to

provide access seivice, including switching systems, cables, fiber optic and microwave

radio transmission systems.

Feature Group - Denotes a category ofSwitched Access Seivice differentiated by the

tecluiical charactenstics, e.g., line side vs. tnuik side connection at a VarTee entry switch.

Firm Order Confirmation (FOC) - Acknowledgment by VarTec ofreceipt ofan Access

Seivice Request fiom the Customer and commitment by Var Tec of a Service Date.

Holiday - For the purposes of this tariff, recognized holidays are New Year's Day,

Memorial Day, independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day

Host Office - Denotes an electronic switching system which provides call processing

capabilities for one or more Remote Switching Modules or Remote Switching Syste»is.

Immediately Available Funds - Denotes a corporate or personal check drawn o» a

banlc account and other funds which are available for use by the receiving party on tlie

same day on which they are received and includes U.S. Federal Reserve bank wire

transfers, U.S. Federal Reserve notes (paper cash), U.S. coins, U.S. Postal Money

Orders and New York Certificates of Deposit.

Incomplete - Any Call where voice transmission between the Ca lling and Called station

is not established.
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1.0 DEFINITIONS (Continued)

1.1 Definitions of Terms (Continued)

Individual Case Basis - A condition in which the regulations, if app ' e rates and

charges for an offering under the provisions of this tariff are de& op "a Based on the

circuInstances in each case. A service arrangement in which the & gul ons rates and

g are developed based on the specific circumstances of the &ustomer s s&tuatIon.

Interexchange Carrier or Interexchange Common Carrier - Any individual

p nership, association, joint-stock company, trust, govenunentsi entity or corporation

g g or hire in intrastate communication by wire or radio, between two or more

exchanges.

InternatIonal DirectDistance Dialing-Denotes thecapabllltyof swltclullgllltema ""
calls with service prefix and address codes having more digits th&n ~
switched through a standard FGD equipped end office.

Interstate Communications - Denotes both interstate and foreign'

Intrastate Communications - Any communications within the 5ta
subject to oversight by the Commission as provided by the la~ s

Carolina.

Line Information Database- The database which containsbaSI "f rm

telephone numbers, calling cardnumbers and associated billed ~un b r

used in connection with the validation and billing of calls.

Line Side Connection - Denotes a connection ofa transmission Pa h

a local exchange switching system.
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1.0 DEFINITIONS (Continued)

Definitions of Terms (Continued)

Local Access - The connection between a Customer's premises and a Pom

of the Exchange Carrier.

I.ocal Access and Transport Area —A geographic area established fo«he Pro ' '"" '

administration of comm&»»cations service. It encompasses one or m

exchanges, which are grouped to serve common social, economic and oth«put Pos

Local Switching Center - The switching center where telephone exchange

Customer station Channels are tem1inated forpurposes ofinterconnectionto eacho

and to interoffice trunks.

Local Traffic - A call wlzch originates and terminates in the same exchange area

wl»ch

originates

and tenT»nates witlvn different VarTec exchanges that share a c '

mandatory local calling area (e.g., a mandatory Extended Local Calling Servtce (E

or Extended Area Service areas (EAS) or other like types of rriandat ry

scopes. ) Calls to or from a Wireless Provider do not constitute Local Traffic» d

therefore subj ect to Var Tec's switched access charges, if they are either (I) in«rMTA or

(2) the Wireless Provider does not have a direct connection to Var«c s f
the use of an intermediary carrier.

Meet Point —A point of interconnection that is not an End Office o'

Meet Point Billing - The»Tangement through which multiple Excb»'tge Cam

in providing Access Services, divide the ordering, rating, and billing ofsuch se'~'

proportional basis, so that each Exchange Can. ier involved in providing a Po~ton

Access Service agrees to bill under its respective tariff.

Message — A completed telephone Call by a Customer or User.

Mobile Telephone Switching O ffice - Location where the wirelass Customer m»nt»ns

a facility for purposes of interconnecting to VarTec's Netwoj:k.
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1.0 DEFINITIONS (Continued)

Definitions of Terms (Continued)

Mutual Traffic Fxchange - A compensation arrangement betw e certified local

exchange service providers where local exchange service provid& each other "in

kind" for terminating local exchange traffic on the other's net~ '

Network Services —Var Tec's teleconrmunications Access Servic& ffered on VarTec's

network.

Non-Recurring Charges —One-time itztial charges for services or t 'es includrn but

not limited to charges for constntction, installation, or special fees, f~
becomes liable at the time the Service Order is executed.

Nor mal Business Hours —The hours of8:00a.m. to 5:00p.m. ,& " ou hFrida

excluding Holidays.

North American Numbering Plan —Denotes a three-digit Noun~ '"ng

code and a seven-digit telephone number made up ofa three-digit + ' ficecode lus

a four-digit station number.

Off-Hook- The active condition ofSwitched Access or atelepI o'

line.

On-Hook —The idle condition of Switched Access or a telep& '
line.

Optional Expanded Area Service Traffic - Optional service fcr~ '

financed by separate charges on end users that elect service as det+r
by the Commission.

Out ofBand Signaling - An exchange access signaling feature ~ '

to exchange cal] controj and signajing in formation over a comm~~' ' " ' ath which 1s

separate from the message path.
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1.0 DEFINITIONS (Continued)

1.1 Definitions of Terms (Continued)

Point of Presence —Location where the Customer maintains a facihty for purposes «
interconnecting to Var Tec's Network.

Premises - The space occupied by an individual Customer in a building, or a portion «
a building in a multi-tenant building, or buildings on continuous propeity (except i aihoad

right-of-way, etc. ) not separated by a public highway.

Presubscription - An arrangement whereby an End User may select and desigriate to

Var Tec an IXC or Cartier it wishes to access, without an Access Code, ««ompi«»ig

both intraLATA toll calls and/or interLATA toll calls. The selected IXC(s) is/aie i«e»«
to as the End User's Primary Interexchange Carrier (PIC).

Query - Denotes a request for specific information generated by a computer processor

and sent to an application, i.e., a data base, with a predefined set ofpossible responses.

Rate —Money, charge, fee or other recumng assessment billed to Customers for services

ol equip»lent.

Remote Switching Modules or Remote Switching Systems —Denotes small, remotely

controlled electronic end office switches wliich obtain their call processing capability from

an electronic switching system type Host Office. The RSM/RSS cannot accommodate

direct trunks to a Customer,

Recurring Charges —The monthly charges to the Customer for services, facilities and

equipment, which continue for the agreed upon duration of the service

Service(s) - VarTec's telecomniiuzications Access Services offered on VarTec's network.
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1.0 DEFINITIONS (Continued)

Definitions of Terms (Continued)

Service Control Point - Denotes a transaction processor based system that p'

network Illtel-face to various data base sel-vices. Fo,r800 Number Po~ablll y A c

Service, the SCP contains routing instructions for 800 service iecords t'
downloaded from the SMS/800.

Service Order —A written request for Network Seivices executed by tlie

Var Tec in a forinat devised by Var Tec; or in the alternative, the subrms ' '

Service Request by the Customer in the manner specified in th» t~~~ff.

Service Outage —A complete loss ofcall origination and/or receipt cap "' ' Y

begins when the IXC reports the outage to Var Tec and ends when the affected c»cu'

and/or associated VarTec equipment is fully operational in accordance w'"

specifications.

Service Termination - Denotes the connection of Access Service

premises.

Serving Wire Center —Denotes the end office fiom which the Ca~tom pr ' '

normally obtain dial tone from VarTec for Access Seivice pu-rposes.

Shared Customer —Any entity included within tlie definition a fCus™
receives services fiom and is under obligation to VarTec and one or mor C

Customers simultaneously.

Signaling Point of Interface — The Customer designated location wliere the SS

signaling information is exchanged between VarTec and the &ustom r

Signaling System 7- The signaling protocol Version 7 used in thm Co»~o' C

ofBand Signaling network based on tlie American National Stud»ds Ln

standards.
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1.0 DEFINITIONS (Continued)

Definitions of Terms (Continued)

Subtending Knd Office of an Access Tandem —Denotes an end office tl»t has m

trunk group routing through the tandem

Switched Access Service - Access to the switched network ofan Excl»nge Can" r

tile pulpose of ol iginating or telT1'llllatlng colT»Tllu'»catlol'ls.

Tandem-Switched Transport Facility —Denotes a Switched Transp« fac'htybetwee'

a Company hub office (when lmiltiplexing occurs at an office other than the servirlg wl«

center) and an end office tl»t provides a Customer with transport to or fiom the end office

by routing tlrrough an access tandem.

Telephone Company- Anyindividual, paitnership, association, j»nt-s«ckc ' p ' y

trust, or col@oration authorized by the appropriate regulatory bodies to engage»T pi ovid»Tg

public switched communications service throughout an exchange area, ai'ld between

exchange areas within the LATA.

Terminating Direction —Denotes the use ofAccess Service for the compl«ion «c»»
from an IC premises to an End User premises.

Transmission path —Denotes an electrical patlT capable of translTTitt»Tg»gnals w'

1 ange ofthe service offering. A voice grade tl anslrlission path is capable oftranslmttlng

voice fi.equencies within the approximate range of300 to 3000 Hz A transm' ' np

is comprised ofphysical or derived channels consisting ofany folm «co»fig»rat'on o

facilities typically used in the telecommunications industry.

Trunk —A colr»Tiunications path connecting two switching syst|-Tns in a networ&«»ed»T

the establishment of an end-to-end connection.

Trunk Group —Denotes a set of trunks which are traffic engineered as a unit for the

establislrnient ofconnections between switclTing systems in wl»ch a&1 ofthe comlTlun an

paths are interchangeable.
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1.0 DEFINITIONS (Continued)

1.1 Definitions of Terms (Continued)

Trunk Side Connection - Denotes the connection ofa transmissioI~ pat z to the tnmk s&de

of a local exchange switching system.

V and 8Coordinates Method —Denotes a method ofcomputing ine miles between

two points by utilizing an established formula which is based o&' &e vertical (V) and

horizontal (H) coordinates of the two points.

Wireless Provider —Any can.ier authorized to operate as a provide'
- o ceiiu]ar, personal

communications, paging or other form of wireless transmissin.

1.2 Acronyms

ACNA- Access Customer Name Abbreviation

ANI — Autoinatic Number Identification

ASR - Access Service Request

BAN - Billing Account Number

BNA — Billing Name and Address

CCL Can ier Common Line

CCS - Common Channel Signaling

CIC — Carrier Identification Code

Firm Order Confirmation

FG Feature Group
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ICB Individual Case Basis

IDDD— International Direct Distance Dialing

IXC Interexchange Carrier

LATA- Local Access and Transport Area

LEC Local Exchange Carrier

LIDB — Line Information Database

NANP — Notch American Numbering Plan

NPAS — Number Po&%ability Access Service

NRC Non-Recur. ing Charges

OEAS — Optional Expanded Area Service Traffic

PIC Primary Interexchange Carrier

PICC— Presubscribed Interexchange Carrier Charge

PIU Percent Interstate Usage
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1.2 Acronyms (Continued)

POP Point of Presence

Remote Switching Modules

RSS Remote Switching Systems

Seimice Control Point

SS7 — Signaling System 7

Var Tec Var Tec Telecom, Inc.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Telecotn

2.1.1 Scope

Var Tec's services and facilities are finished for conwmul ncat&on

specified points within the State ofSouth Carolina under the terms ofth'

Var Tec installs, operates and maintains the conununicatio»s se'~'

hereinunder in accordance with the temps and conditions set forth md

The provision of. such services by VarTec as set forth in this tariff does no

constitute a joint undertaking with the Customer for the five&shmg ofany

VarTec may act as the Customer's agent for ordering access connectto» fac' ' 'es

provided byother Camers or entities, when authorized by the Customer to allow

connection of a Customer's location to the network.

Var Tec's services and facilities are provided on a manthly»»s tu

stated, and are available t enty-fourhours per day, sever days per week, excep

as set forth in other sections of this tariff.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Telecom (Continued)

2.1.2 Limitations

Service is offered subject to availability on a continuing basis ofthe n«essary

facilities and/or equipment, and subject to the provisions of t»&s tart f
limited to the capacityof VarTec's facilities as well as facilities VarTec'

fTorn other Carriers to furnish service fTom time to time as required, at VarT«

sole discretion. VarTec reserves the right to negotiat~ sp«ia
conditions (i.e., special promotions) with a particular Customer pro»ded an

agreement is reached and signed with the Customer.

Var Tec does not undeN ake to transmit messages, but offers the use ofits fac»&t&es

when available, and will not be liable for errors in transmission or for fai lu« to

establish connections.

The Customer may not transfer or assign the use ofservice or fac&hties without t»e

express written consent ofVarTec. Such transfer or assigl~T~ent sha n y pp y

where there is no inten. uption ofthe use or location ofthe service o«acthttes.

The use and restoration of VarTec's services shall be in accordance w'tl'

applicable state and federal rules and regulations.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Tejecom (Continued)

2.1.3 Liability of the Company
In the event that teims and conditions set foith herein and foll

state law, state law will prevail.

Var Tec shall not be liable for claim or joss, expense or darriage (inc Iud»g»d«c

special or consequential damage) for any interruption, delay, erro om

defect in any service, facility(including services and facilities n»ojved»

calling activity) or transmission provided under tins tariff, ifcaused by any P

or entity other than Var Tec, by any malfunction ofany service or fac»ity Pio» ed

by any otjier Car. ier, by an act of (~od, fire, war, civil disturbance, «ac o

goveniinent, or by any other cause beyond Var Tec's direc«oi *

VarTec shall not be liable for and sjiall be fiilly indemnified and I'i i n»
Customer against any claiin or loss, expense, or damage(inc Iud»g»d«c P

ol consequential damage) for defamation, libel, slander, invasion ofPrivacy

infi ingernent ofcopyright or patent, i»authorized use ofan& ti ad ' ai ~ ~

or service mark, unfair competition, interference with or»'iisappropria ' '

violation of any contract, proprietary or creative right, oi- any ot' "'n]ury'o "y
person, propeity or entity arising out of tlie material, data, inform

content revealed to, transmitted by, handled or used by VarTec»d r

for comiecting, combining or adaptirig Var Tec's faciljtjes with Cus«mei

apparatlls ol systems, or for any act or omission of tlirt Cus«'

persollal iiljury or death of any Person caused directly or indirectly by t e

installation, maintenance, location, condition, operation, failure, Presence use, «
removal ofequipment or wiring provided by VarTec, if'«a 's by

misconduct ofVar Tec, foi failure to provide service, or &»snig u ny

oiilissioliof tile endilserili tile course ofusing servicesprovidedpursuant to h

tariff.

Var Tec shall not be liable for any defacement ofor damages to P

Custonier, resulting f'rom the fiunislung ofservice, including tlie jnstajjatiori ~"
removal ofequipment and associated wiring, which is n~t tlute r

willful misconduct.



COMTEL TELCOM ASSETS LP
d/b/a VARTEC TKLECOM

SC P.S.C. NO. 1 - ~ TARIFF

Original Page No. 30

ISSUED: February 15, 2006
ISSUED BY: Becky Gipson

Director, Regulatory Affairs
2440 Marsh Lane
Carrollton, Texas 75006
(972) 478-3000

EFFECTIVE: I"ebru ryar 15 2006

2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Telecom (Continued)

2.1.3 Liability of the Company (Continued)

illful nnsconduct on
Except when a conic ofcompetent jurisdiction finds that ~

y arTec for any claun
VarTec's pm& has been a contributing factor, the liability ot
or loss, expense or damage (including indirect, special or c+Dse uential damage)

an service, facility
for any interruption, delay, enor, omission, or defect i&
(including services and facilities involved in emergent&&

calling activity) o&

transmission provided au&der ties tariff shall not exceed an ~~ount enuyvalent to the

prorata charge to the Customer for the period of service " facility usage during

curs. For the purpose
which such inten u ption, delay, error, omission or defect o+

thirty(30) days. The
ofcomputing this amount, a month is considered to hav'&

entire liabilityof VarTec for anyclaim, loss, damage or e~p"ense fiom any cause

&d to Vat Tec by the
whatsoever shall in no event exceed sums actually P@

im andno actionor
Customer for the specific services giving rise to the c~+

x one &1~ vear after the
proceeding against Var Tec shall be commenced more th~
service is rendered.

No agent or employee of anyother Canier shall be de~ ned to be an agent or

ma 6.om time to time
employee ofVar Tec, except independent sales agents wl&~

be employed by another Camer and have received Var+ c'sex ressconsentto

act as Var Tec's agent.

Var Tec does not guarantee or make any warranty witW "res ect to its services

when used in an explosive atmosphere. VarTec shall be us~ emt+Aed, defended and

held harmless by the Customel fTom any and all claims M& 'an erson relatmg to

the Customer's use of the services so provided.

The Telephone Cornpanyshallbe indenunfied, defended. xd held harmless by the

Customer, against any claim, loss or damage arising k~om the use of services

offered under this tariff including, but not limited to c
ims b subscribers to

s rovided by or resold
services provided to the Customer, and users ofservic- ~
by the Customer.
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2.0 RIJLES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Teiecom (Continued)

2.1.3 Liability of the Company (Continued)

No license under patents (other than the limited license to use) is granted by

VarTec or shall be implied or arise by estoppel, with respect to any ser»ce

offered under this tariff. Var Tec will defend the Customer against claims ofpatent

infringement arising solely from the use by the Customer of services offered under

ties tari ffand will indejruify such Customer for any datnages awarded has« ~ol~ly

on such claims.

Var Tec ma J&es no warranties or representations, express or implied etth«»'t fa«

or by operations of law, statutory or otherwise, including warrant&es «
merchantability or fitness for a patticular use, except these expressly set for h

herein.

VarTec shall not be liable for anydamages or losses due to the fault o& neglrgence

of the Customer or due to the failure or malfunction of Customer-pro»ded

equipment or facilities.

The liability of VarTec for errors in billing that result in overpayment by the

Customer shall be limited, unless otherwise ordered by the Conunission, «a ctedr

equal to the dollar amount erroneously billed or, in the event that payment has

been made and service has been discontinued, to a refund of the»»«»~t

erroneously billed.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Teiecom (Continued)

2.1.4 Provision of Services

VarTec will provide to the Customer, uponreasonablenotir

this tari ffat the specified rates and charges, to the extent tl»t su

can be made available with reasonable effort and after provrs' " v een made

for Var Tec's Local Telephone Exchange Service. Var Tec '
limit or to allocate the use ofexisting facilities, or ofaddition»1 f feredb

Var Tec, when necessarybecause ofa lack offacilities, or d" "y
beyond Var Tec's control.

t the ( ustomer's request cannot be fulftlled w'th existing

and equipment or the request is not consistent with Mal Tec ' "1'
.
'"' '

alternative designs maybe provided by VarTec. Addition&1 y T cw&llworlr.

with the Customer to reach an agteeable solution. Standaj- ~j
appropriate to terminate services.

Var Tec will make reasonable effort to work cooperatively
wt 1

develop network contingency plans in order to maintop&n m

capability following natural or man-made dis ~s" ' w ich affect

telecommunications services.

Var Tec shall use reasonable efforts to make services ave +1 b

or before aparticular date, subject to the provisions of ~' "
Customer with, the regulations contained in tins tariff. V~T
availabilitybyanysuchdateandshallnotbeliableforan+de» """'n"ng

service to any Customer.

The services provided under this tari ff shall be nxaintaiMed by

shall use reasonable efforts to maintain facilities and eqm~pm n fun '

Customer by Var Tec. The Customer may not, nor mme
others to, rearrange, disconnect, remove, attempt torep~~r or otl

with anyofthe facilities or equipmentprovided orinstmlled y -Tec ""p
upon the written consent of VarTec.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Telecom (Continued)

2.1.4 Provision of Services (Continued)

Var Tec reserves the reasonable right to assign, designate or change telepho

niunbers, any other call number designations associated vvith Acce» Set~aces o'

VarTec serving central office prefixes associated with such nru ~bers wl

necessajy, in the conduct ofVar Tec's business. Should it become necess~y

make a change in such numbers, VarTec will fiuzzsh to the Custom«by Ce' 'f

U.S.Mail on two (2) months' notice, the effective date arjd an explanation o«

reasons for such changes.

Except as provided for equipment and systems subject to state and feder»ru

and regulations, VarTec may, where such action is reasonably~en

operation of its business:

Substitute, change or rearrange any facilities used m p« '"mg

service under this tariff, including but not »mt"

- substitution of different metallic facilities
- substitution 0fCan jel ol del ived facilities for metallic facilities

used to provide other than metallic facilities and

-substitutiono fmeta]lic facilities for Carrier orderived facili les

used to provide other than metallic foc»~t~es

B. Change minimum network protection &&iter»

C. Change operating or maintenance characteristics of fac»pattes; »

D. Change operations or procedures of V&rTec

VarTec reserves the right to discontinue service limit service, or to ™pose

requnernents on Customers asrequn-ed to meet changi11gregulatoV1111es an

standards of the Commission.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Telecom (Continued)

2.1.5 Installation and Termination

e ma be performed
At the Customer's request, installation and/or maintena&1

tions. 1n such cases,
outside Uar Tec's regular business hours or in unusual loc+"' '

charges based on cost of the actual labor, material, or otl&~
- costs incurred by or

in re ular business
' ecw'llapply. lfinstallatloni„t ~ dg, rl g g

- business hours into
hours but, at the Customer's request, extends beyond regl-l~

s arid/or night houl's,
time periods including, but not limited to, weekends, holic1&& '

additional charges may apply.

All se&vices offered are subject to the rules and regulatiorl~ ofthe ColTu11lsslon as

they apply
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Telecom (Continued)

2.1.6 Operation and Maintenance

The Custonier or others may»ot reanange, move, disconnect, remove or a«»pt
to 1-epair any facilities provided by Val-Tec, otller tllan by coilliectioll or

disconnection to any interface means used, except with the written co»se»«f

VaITec.

The services provided under this tariff shall be available to VarTec at ti»ies

mutually agreed upon in order to permit Var Tec to make tests and adjustments

appropriate for maintaining the services in satisfactory operating condition. Such

tests and adjust111ents shall be completed within a reasonable time. No credit w»i

be allowed for any interiuptions involved during such tests and adjustme»ts

The characteristics and methods ofoperation ofany circuits, facilities or equipment

provided by any Carrier other than VarTec and associated with the facihties

utilized to provide services under tliis tariff shall not interfere with or impair service

over any facilities of VarTec, its affiliated companies or its comiecti»g a'id

concurring Can.iers involved in its services, cause damage to their plant, impair tlie

privacy ofany coininuiiications camed over tlieir facilities or create hazai ds to tlie

employees of any of them or the public.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Telecom (Continued)

2.1.7 Special Construction
ons containedinth s

Subject to the mTangementof VarTec andto all oftile reg 11&tio
g a, reasonable efforts

tariff, special construction of facilities maybe undertake is that construction
equest of the Customer. Special on t on i

undertaken and characterized by one or more of the fl ow111g.

d there is no o"her
A. where facilities are not presently available &r~

requirement for the facilities so constructed;

nally utilize in the
B. of a type other than that which Var Tec mould r

furnishing of its services;

ther than that which
C. where facilities are to be installed over a ro«t+

of its services;
Var Tec would normally utilize in the furnish&r~~

an that wi&ch VarTec
D. where facilities are requested in a quantity great&&

would normally construct;

E. where installation is on an expedited basis;

are available;
F. on a temporary basis until permanent facilitj-

G. installation involving abnormal costs; or

H. in advance of its normal construction sched~1

e willbe detern1inedon
Special constructioncharges for Switched Access Ser~j-~

lal construction ale not
an individual case basis. The basis for charges fear sp ~~

e based upon the costs
a"ff; therefore ch - .

11 Qe
aude the following: a)

incuned by VarTec (including return) and may i~~
ation liabilities, or any

nonrecurring charges; b) recuning charges; c) tenrj-++~

combination thereof.
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2.0 RULES AND RECULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Telecom (Continued)

2.1.8 Refusal and Discontinuance of Services
VarTec reserves the right to discontinue or limit service without the Customer' s

permission and without prior notice when necessitated by conditions beyond

Var Tec's control, or when the Custoiner is using service in violation of provisions

of this tariff, or in violation of the law or Commission rules and regulations.

On thirty (30) days' written notice by Certified U.S. Mail (returri receipt

requested) to the person designated by that Customer to receive such notices of
noncompliance, Var Tec may:

Refuse additional applications for service and/or refuse to complete any

pending orders for service by the noncomplying Customer at any time

thereafter. IfVar Tec does not refuse additional applications for service

on the date specified in the thirty (30)days' notice, and the Customer' s

noncompliance continues, nothing contained herein shall preclude

VarTec's right to refuse additional applications for service to the

noncomplying Customer without fiirther notice; or

Discontinue the provision ofthe services to the noncomplying Custoi'iiei

at any time thereafter. In the case of such discontinuance, all applicable

charges, including termination charges, shall become due. IfVarTec does

not discontinue the provision ofthe services involved on the date specified

in the thirty (30) days' notice and the Customer's noncompliance

continues, nothing contained herein shall preclude Var Tec's right to

discontinue the provision ofthe services to the noncomplying Customer

without further notice.

Upon condemnation ofany material portion ofthe facilities used by Var Tec to

provide service to a Customer or i fa casualty renders all or any material portion

of such facilities inoperable beyond feasible repair, VarTec, by notice to the

Customer, may discontinue or suspend service without inciu~ing any liability.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Telecom (Continued)

2.1.8 Refusal and Discontinuance of Services (Continuecl)

Upon nonpayment of any amounts owing to Var Tec, V~1- ecma, bygiving

requisite prior written notice to the Customer discontirll-le ol sus»end service

without incurring any liability.

When access service is provided by more than one Camel. tlie Carriers involved

g joint service may individually or coll tiveiy d y1 den sel~icetoa

Customer for nonpayment. Where the Carriers affected &y the non ayment are

incapable ofeffecting discontinuance ofservice without coI' eration from the other

joint providers ofSwitched Access Service, such other Carl swill ifteclmlcaHy

feasible, assistindenyingthejointselvicetotheCustomer- S ' 'elvice denial for such

joint sel~ice will only inclllde calls which oliginate or te~ln atc wlthln ol tlanslt

op ng territory of the Can iers initiating the servi genial f 1 ylnial for nonpayment.

When more than one of the joint providers must den Y ervice to effectuate

temlination for nonpayment, in cases where a conflict exist~ z t ie a licable tari ff

p o ons, the tariff regulations of VarTec sh 11 ~vail fo ji fol oint service

discontirnlance provisions.

IfNECA notifies Val Tec that the Custolnel-has failed tn comp'yla 1 withrulesand

regulations related to Lifeline Assistance and the Uruversal ~ ice Fund 111cludlllg

any Customer's failure to make payments on the date ance "1' les s ecified therein,

Var Tec may, on thilty(30) days' written notice to the Cu.St ' Ccrtl f1col U S ~

Mail, refuse additional applications for service, refuse t~
orders for service or discontinue the provision ofservic~ " the Customer. h'1 the

caseofdiscontinuance, all applicable charges, irlcluding t~r lination charges, shall

bcconlc duc.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Telecom (Continued)

2.1.8 Refusal and Discontinuance of Services (Continued)

ln the event ofa dispute between a Customer and VarTec regarding any bill for

access service, the Customer's service shall not be subject to discontinuance f»

nonpayment ofthat portion ofa bill under dispute pending the resolution ofthe

dispute. The Customer is obligated to pay any po&lion ofthe bill not under dispute,

however, under the provisions of the tariff.

Ifany Customer-provided or End User-provided equipment is used with facilities

provided by Var Tec in violation ofany law or any ofthe provision»n th» tartff

VarTec will take such action as is necessary for the protection ofits facilities» the

service of its other Customers and other persons provided with telephone sel~lces

The Customer shall discontinue such use ofthe equipment or correct the violation

inunediately upon actual or constructive lcnowledge ofa violation and shall confm&

in writing to Var Tec within five (5) calendar days that such use has ceased or that

the violation has been con ected. Failure ofthe Customer to discontinue such use

or correct the violation and to give the required written confirmation to VarTec

within the time stated above shall result in interruption of the service of the

Customer creating the violation.

Upon any governmental prohibition, or required alteration ofthe services to be

provided or any violation of an applicable law or regulation, VarTec may

immediately discontinue service without incuning any liabihty

Upon VarTec's discontinuance of service to the Custcnner, VarTec may, in

addition to all other remedies that may be available to Var Tec at law or in equity

or under any other provision of this tariff, declare all future monthly and other

charges wluch would have been payable by the Customer inuring the remainder of

the tenn for which such services would have otherwis e been provided to the

Customer to be inrrnediately due and payable.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Telecom (Continued)

2.1.8 Refusal and Discontinuance of Services (Continue~)

cc(s) to Customer~

VarTec may discontinue the funlishings ofany and/or all ~e

without incurring any liability:

tl at such action ls

Ilnlllediately and without notice if Var Tec devi~
therwise protect its

necessary 'to pl cvcl'lt ol to pl otcct against fTaud oI
1SCOntlnuc SerViCC

personnel, agents, facilities or services. VarTec rrl ~
arTec regarding e

if(a) The Customer refuses to filrnish information &

fCo~non Carrier

Customcl s cl edit-worthiness, its past or cun ent ~ ~ 1 (b) Theservice(s); ol
communications sel~ices or its planned use o~

-ding the Customer s

Customer provides false infolTnation to VarTec AS
t use of Corr»non

identity, address, credit-worthiness, past or c~l
~ed use of Val cc

Carrier communications services, or its pla~~ t comp y with a

selvice(s); or (c) The Customer states that it ~ . (d) Theservice(s); or ( e

request ofVar Tec for security for the payment f~
Tec of any past due

Customer has been given written notice by V fVofV
amount (which remains unpaid in whole or in p~ "'

o w111ch the Customer

other Conllnon Camer corlurunncations service+ "
~he Customer uses, or

either subscribes or had subscribed or used; (C7 ayment, clthcl ln

attempts to use, service with the intent to avoi+
whole or in part, of the tariff charges for the H rvice by:

tampermg with, or

Using or attempting to use service by rearran++ d by this tariff, ol

making connections to Var Tec's service not au &I
s false cledlt devices

using tricks, schenles, false or invalid nulnbc=~
s or devices; or

electronic devices or any other fi.audulent m~
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Telecom (Continued)

2.1.8 Refusal and Discontinuance of Services (Continued)

upon fotuteen (14)days' written notice to the Customer ofany sum thirty

(30)days past due; Upon ten (10)days' written notice to the Customer,

after failure ofthe Customer to comply with a request made by Var Tec for

security for the payment of service in accordance with Section 2.5.3.A,

above; or

C. Seven (7) days after sending the Customer written notice of

noncompliance with any provision ofthis tariff if tlute noncompliance is not

corrected within that seven (7) day period. The discontinuance of

service(s) by VarTec pursuant to this Section does not relieve the

Customer ofany obligation to pay Var Tec for charges due and owing for

service(s) furnished up to the time of discontinuance.

VarTec may inxnediately discontinue service to the Customer without incurring any

liability ifthe Customer places repeated harassing phone calls to VarTec, including

calls in which the caller uses abusive or threatening 1Bnguage

Var Tec may disconnect the telephone services in accordance with the terms

hereof without any liability except for an appropriate refund ofprepaid charges

and any service deposit with accrued interest.

Var Tec mayrequire a Customer to immediately shut down its transmission of

signals if said transmission is causing interference to others.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Telecom (Continued)

2.1.9 Switched Access Service Obligations

q ofSwitched Access
Var Tec has certain obligations pertauxng only to the provis&+t

Service. These obligations are as follows:

A. Network Management

abl.e service levels to
VarTec will adtnu~ster its network to provide accP

services. Generally,
all teleconununications users ofVarTec's netwo&l~

.
& both End Users and

service levels are considered acceptable only wN+t

Customers ale able to establish connections ~.
th little or no dela

galntains the right to
encountered within VarTec's network. VarTec r'

scall apping, winch
apply protective controls (i.e., those actions, suc4 a

ied over its network,
selectivelycancel t}lecolnpletionofanytrafflc G&n" '
including that associated with a Customer's Sw1t+'

be taken as a result of
Generally, such protective measures would onl/

rn any or Customer
occun. ences, such as a failure or overload of ~o' 'P

secuntv demands.
facilities, natural disasters, mass calling or natio~+

B. Provisions of Service Performance Data

Subject to availability, end-to-end service perfo~ ance data available to

xes may also be made
Var Tec tin ough its own service evaluation rou&~t

available to the Customer based on previously
.an ed intervals and

erall end-to-end call
fo&mat. The data provides infonzxation on ca~

. Customer equipment
completion and non-completion performance (e - &'

ice). The data does not
blockage, faihue results and transmission perfon~~

t„-dunder other sections
include service performance data which is provi ~

ded in other thanpaper
( g., ting serviceresults). }fdataistobep o~&dedrn p p

ined on an individual
format, the charges for such exchange will be det~~' '

case basis.



COMTEL TELCOM ASSETS LP
d/b/a VARTEC TELECOM

SC P.S.C. NO. 1 - ACCESS TARIFF
Original Page No. 43

ISSUED: February 15, 2006
ISSUED BY: Becky Gipson

Director, Regulatory Affairs
2440 Marsh Lane
Carrollton, Texas 75006
(972) 478-3000

EFFECTIVE: February 15, 2006

2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.1 Undertaking of Var Tec Telecom (Continued)

2.1.9 Switched Access Service Obligations (Continued)

C. Design and Traffic Routing of Switched Access Service

Var Tec shall design and determine the routing of Switched Access

Service, including the selection of the first point of switching and the

selection of facilities from the interface to any switching point and to the

end offices where busy hour minutes ofcapacity are ordered. Var Tec shall

also decide ifcapacity is to be provided by originating only, terminating

only, or two-way trunlc groups. Finally, VarTec will decide whether hm9&

side access will be provided through the use of two-wire or four-wire

trunk terminating equipment. Selection offacilities and equipment and

traffic routing ofthe service are based on standard engineering methods,

available facilities and equipment and VarTec's traffic routing plans.

D. Trunk Group Measurements Reports

Subject to availability, VarTec will make available trunk group data in the

form ofusage in CCS, peg count and overflow to the Customer based on

previously agreed to intervals.

E. Intercept

Var Tec arranges to provide for the termination of a call to a Company

intercept operator or recording at the dedicated intercept network from

the end office switch. The operator or recording announces to caller the

reason why the call cannot be completed and if possible, provides

con ected dialing instructions.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS {Continued)

2.2 Obligations of the Customer

2.2.1 Design of and Payment for Customer Services

Subj ect to the provisions set fo&th herein, the Customer sha11 be e res ons&ble

at its own expense, for the overall design ofits services and for ~ y'

reanangement of its services which may be required b~ . se of chan es in

facilities, operations or procedures of VarTec, minimuIn n twore rotect&on

riteria, or operating or maintenance characteristics of the fac&ht&es.

Services provided to the Customer under this tariff map
lawful purpose for which the service is technically suit

The Customer shall be responsible for all charges due for se'~' s rovidedb

Var Tec as well as for reimbursing Var Tec for damage t
facilities or equipment caused by the acts or omissions &f"he ustozner. The

Customershall also be responsible forreimbursing VarTec f ' a yn'"""P
by the Customer with these regulations or for damages c~u tre or theft or

other casualty on the Customer Premises, unless caused bQ the w~ tl nusconduct

of the employees or agents of VarTec.
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2.0 RULES AND RE( ULATIONS (Continued)

2.2 Obligations of the Customer (Continued)

2.2.2 Connections

Facilities furnished under this tariff maybe cormected to Customet Pro rd

terminal equipment in accordance with the provisions ofthis tariff. Th«u«om«

facilities shall pi ovide the necessary on and off-hool~ supervision for accurate

timing of calls.

2.2.3 Equipment, Space and Power

The Customer shall fuush, oratrange to have finished, to VarTec, at no charge,

an environment conducive to the operation ofequipment, as well as the spa«and

electrical power required by Var Tec to provide services under this tariff at the

points of termination of such services. The selection ofAC/DC P

mutually agreed to by the Customer and Var Tec. The Customer shal»iso m»«

necessary arrangements in order that Var Tec will have access to such spa«s at

reasonable times for installing, testing, repairing or removing servi«s «Var
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2.0 RULES AND REGIJLATIONS (Continued)

2.2 Obligations of the Customer (Continued)

2.2.4 Damages to Var Tec Facilities

The Customer shall reimburse Var Tec for damages to Var+ acilities utilized to

or willful act ofthe
provide services under this tariff caused by the neglige110

Var Tec facilities, or
Cilstonlei ol 1esultll'lg frolll the Custon1el s 111lplopel use'

o
due to malfunction ofany facilities or equipment provided. &~

reted to hold one
Var Tec. Nothing in the foregoing provision shall be iI1t

eimbursement for
Customer liable for another Customer's actions, Up~+ "

utin aclaunagaulst
damages, VarTec will cooperate with the Customer in pro~

ro atedtotherlght
theperson causing such damage. The Customer shall be ~~ " g

of recovery by VarTec for the damages to the extent u~ uch aylnent.

2.2.5 Claims

The Customer shall defend, inden111i fy and hold ha11nless ~+ ec froin alld against

any actions, suits, claims and losses or damages, inclucj1-I g punitive damages,

0ftile construction,
attonleys fees and court costs by third persons, arising ~~

er's circuits, facilities
installation, operation, maintenance or removal ofthe Cust~~ "

r ties t&1ffincluding
or equipment conllected to VarTec s services plovidedle -er 0

s for infringement of
without limitation, worlanen's compensation claiins, act+'

l and slander actions
copyright and/or unauthorized use ofprogram material, l&b

e Cust0111el s clrcu
based on the content ofcommunications transmitted over ~1

fines or penalties for
facilities or equipment, and proceedings to recover tax~ ~'

iecessary certificates,
failllre ofthe Customer to obtain or maintain, in effect, al~S '

the services provided
permits, licenses or other authority to acquire or operat-~
under this tariff.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.2 Obligations of the Customer (Continued)

2.2.6 Prohibited Uses

The services VarTec offers shall not be used for any unlawful purposes or for a»y

use as to which the Customer has not obtained all required governme»t»

approvals, authorizations, licenses, consents and permits

Var Tec may require applicants for service who intend to use Var Tec's offerings

for resale and/or for shared use to file a letter with Var Tec confirining that their use

ofVar Tec's offerings complies with relevant laws and applicable state regulations,

policies, orders, and decisions, and if the Reseller intends to provide intrastate

services, is certified with the appropriate state entity.

Var Tec has the right to refuse telephone service to any premises and at any time

to discontinue service, if it finds it necessary to do so to protect itself against

intentional abuse. Intentional abuse of service includes, without limiting the

generality ofthe foregoing, the use of service or facilities afVar Tec to transmit a

message or to locate a person or otherwise to give or obtain information, without

payment ofa message toll charge or an exchange service charge. Another form

ofsuch abuse is an intentional uninterrupted connection ofone exchange station to

another station, excluding those connections charged on an elapsed time basis,

wliich permits the use ofthe facilities in a manner similar ta private line service. It

also includes intentional receiver off-hook conditions.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.2 Obligations of the Customer (Continued)

2.2.6 Prohibited Uses (Continued)

'ce if the acts of the
Var Tec shall have the right to refuse or discontinue se&~

conditions uPon Se&
Customer, including funwslnng false credit nCormation or tl e

premises, are such as to indicate intention to defraud + "rTec.

with nttent «au Y
Var Tec may discontinue service of any Customer mh&

erson any obscene
telephones another and addresses to or about such other p. tin urytotheperson
language or addresses to such other person any threat to i»fh

giber. VarTec maY
or propeity of the person addressed or any fan&ily Ir

to annoy, repeatedlY
discontinue service of any Customer who, with i»te»

erson answenng the
telephones another without disclosing his true identity t~ t p

the telephone calls
telephones, whether or not conversation ensues duri»S



COMTEL TELCOM ASSETS LP
d/b/a VARTKC TELECOM

SC P.S.C. NO. 1 - ACCESS TARIFF
Original Page No. 49

ISSUED: February 15, 2006
ISSUED BY: Becky Cipson

Director, Regulatory Affairs
2440 Marsh Lane
Carrollton, Texas 75006
(972) 478-3000

EFFECTIVE: February 15, 2006

2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS {Continued)

2.3 Customer Reporting

Customers maybe required to provide ceii ain repoits in connection with the piovi»o» of
access service.

2.3.1 Jurisdictional

When a Customer orders Access Service, its projected PIU must be piovided»'i

whole numbers to Var Tec. These whole number percentages will be used by

Var Tec to apportion the use and/or charges between interstate and intrastate until

a revised report is received as set foith herein. Reported or default PIU factors

are used only where the cal 1 detail is insufficient to determine the appropiia«

jurisdiction of the traffic. The jurisdictional reposing is as follows:

Originating Access:

Originating

access minutes is only traffic origi»a™g
from Var Tec Local Switching Center(s). The Customer should provide

Var Tec with a proj ected PIU factor on a quarterly basis. Ifno PIU f»

originating

minutes is submitted as specified herein then the projected PIU

will be set on a default basis of50% interstate traffic and 50% intrastate

traffic.

B. Terminating Access: For Feature Group D Switched Access Service(s),

the Customer should provide Var Tec with a projected PIU factor by

supplying Var Tec with an interstate percentage of terminating access

minutes on a quarterly basis, as described herein. Ifno projected PIU

factor is submitted by the Customer, then the proj ected PIU will be set on

a default basis of 50% interstate traffic and 50% intrastate traffic.
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2.0 RULES AND REGUI.ATIONS (Continued)

2.3 Customer Reporting (Continued)

2.3.1 Jurisdictional (Continued)

Except where VarTec measured access minutes ar«»ed

above, the CustomerrepoitedprojectedPIU factor as s "fo

be used until the Customer reports a different pro jected PIU factor, as seactor as set

forth in 2.3.1(D).

Effective on the first ofJanuary Ap61, July and October ofeach year t ~e

Customer should update its interstate and intrastate, 1
uri d' "' n

Tjle Customel sj1oujd foi wal d sucjl 1 epos to VarTec "

later than fifteen (15)days after the first ofeach stated inonth, a ie»sn h arevised

repoii showing the interstate and intrastate percentage
three (3) months ending the last day of December M

September, respectively, for each service arranged for interstate use,

based solely on the traffic originating fi om or tern»»a mg "
Local Switching Center. Tjie revised report will serve a

next three months' billing and will be effective on the»11 date «r
service. If the Customer does not supply tjie reports for those sei»«
where repoits are needed, Var Tec will assume the Pei «ntag

same as tliat provided previously Foi those cases in which a qua ei y

report has never been received fi om the Custonze:r, Var Tec wi 11 assum

the percentages to be the same as those provided in 2 3

above.

For Switched Access Service, if a billing dispute arises or the Com»»»oi

questions the projected PIU factor, the Customer will gi »'d "i

determine the projected PIU factor. Tlute Custoiner will supply such data wi hm

thiiiy(30) days ofVarTec's request. In the event that tlat~ Cor ' '

in for mation regarding the PIU factor prior to the aforementioned tl rty (- o) ays

then the Customer will provide such in formation to VarT ec at least tj'u. ee (3) ays

before the Commission's deadline.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.3 Customer Reporting (Continued)

2.3.1 Jurisdictional (Continued)

The Customer shall keep records of call detail from which the percentage of

interstate and intrastate use can be ascertained and, upon request ofVar Tec, shall

make the records available for inspection as reasonably necessary for pul poses

ofverification ofthe percentages. Var Tec reserves the right to conduct an audit

at any time. The Customer, at its own expense, has the right to retain an

independent auditing fin~. Ifthe audit results represent a substantial deviation from

the Customer's previously reported PIU for the period upon which the audit was

based, the call detail records may be requested more than once annually.

For Feature Group Bor D Switched Access Service(s), where jurisdiction can be

determined from the call detail, VarTec will determine the projected P1U factor as

follows: the projected P1U factor will be developed on a monthly basis by end

ofhce, by dividing the measured interstate originating or terrnu&ating access minutes

(the access minutes where the calling number is in one state and the called numbe&

is in another state) by the total originating or terminating access minutes.

No pro-rating or back-billing will be done based on the report. VarTec may

require call detail records to substantiate projected interstate usage provided to

Var Tec.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.3 Customer Reporting (Continued)

2.3.2 Code Screening Reports

s limitation o«»1
When a Customer orders service call routing t~~& +

or the appropriate

gapping arrangements, it must report the number n~ti:L&~
~itch, for eachofthe

o emstitutedineachendoff,
anangements ordered.

1e impact of tlaffic

VarTec will adnminister its network in such alI1&~er that
s service traffic ls

surges due to peaked 900 Access Service traffic mr tl
emei~«d a

nullimized. Network management controls maybe +&~V

to ensure acceptable service levels.

2.3.3 Trunk Group Measurements Reports

ta iA the form Of usage in

With the agreement of the Customer, trunl& gro«& d@
k groups where

CCS, peg count and overflow for its end of all. &c
The datawil e uselib

teclmologically feasible, will be made available tm ~~ . d
em dwillbebase on

to 111onitor tlille group utilization aild se~icep~~inn~l
previously arianged intervals and format.

l Qvided, all charges,

When mixed interstate and intrastate Access S~~~
rges, wiH be prorate d

including recuri ing, nonrecurring charges, and. ~&~@
l the reports wlH serv

between interstate arid intrastate. The percentage ~~~~
f~is /ccess Service to eb

as the basis for prorating the charges. The p cree~+ ~S
charged as intrastate is applied in the followi~& ~aim&r.

lements multiply the

ng and nonrecurring c11.Rrg ~~I~ late
ar ~able elements times let t the

p rcentintrastateusetimesthequQQt ty + I arg

stated tariff rate per element.
the percent

For usage sensitive chargeable rate ~I-~+~
ny assumed avelag

intrastate use times actual use (rneasurw~ ~+
use) times the stated rate.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.3 Customer Reporting (Continued)

2.3.4 Meet Point Billing

Meet Point Billing applies when more than one Camer is involved in tlie provision

of Access Service. VarTec shall provide terminations at its switches/access

tanderns for origination and termination of Carrier access calls to and from

interexchange can.iers and the Customer. All recuning and nonrecumng charges

for services provided by each Carrier are billed under each Carrier's applicable

rates. These calls will be billed under Meet Point Billing arrangemeilts foi

interLATA and Carrier access traffic. The Custoiner must establish separate tnuik

groups for traffic handled under Meet Point Billing ai rangements. The Customer

rilllst pl ovide call detail in standard industry format to VarTec for calls exchanged

or completed under Meet Point Billing arrangements.

VarTec accepts and adheres to the Ordering and Billing Forum guidelines,

Multiple Exchange Carrier Access Billing (MECAB) arid Multiple Exchange

Cartier Ordering and Design (MECOD).
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2.0 RULES AND REGUI, ATIONS (Continued)

2.4 Notices and Communication

o which Var Tec

An address will be designated on the Service Order b~ th«ust ttheCus«»erm y

shall mail or deliver all notices and other comnlurucatinms, except t
lee shall be maile .d.

P address to which Var T ' ~i
' e

1
e customer shall mai

o» t»e Service Ordel- al
e t that VarTec may

s and other communicat h" 1Customer shall mai

p «address, on eachbjll f
p yrnent on that bill

1 es to the addresses

' «sllall advise the otl d fthe procedures or

' co'1»»l»lication o b 1-

giving notice set forth herein.

t~ this tariff shall be in

tions required to be
- t to

-gee shall be presume

wl1 ting. Notices, other commulucations and all bills ma.iled by &~ h
ll~wing deposit of t e

to have been delivered to the Custonleron the third humidness day ~ ' dservice prepai„an
'o 1, or bill with the U S Ma 1 &c1dressee, whichever

d, or when actually receiv do;
occuls fllSt.

the Customer or the

ustomer to V ~t fn1lunlc ation nial e

uthonzed Agent t V Qu.les or in any written

lired when spec
' f

agl eenlent
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.4 Notices and Communication (Continued)

Var Tec will, when possible, provide the Customer reasonable noti& ation oftemporary

service-affecting activities that may occur in normal operation of '"its business. Such

activities may include, but are not linked to, equipment or facilities ~d &t&ons removals o&

rean angements, routine preventative maintenance, and major swit~l+ gn maclune change

out. Generally, such activities are not limited to a specific individ&~a
ustomer's service

but affect many Customers' services. No specific advance notificatj n p "eriod is a licable

to all se&vice activities. Var Tec will work cooperatively with the CU mer to determine

reasonable notification requirements. In emergencies, where delay' & result in impaired

service or in hazards to the Customer, the public, or VarTec's facilit& Var Tec mav tesort

to verbal notices given by telephone or other means of comm~n'

Where prior notice is not practicable, nothing contained herein shall b eemed to reclude

Var Tec s right to temporarily discontinue the use ofa se&vice ifsu-&h action is reasonable

under the circumstances. In case ofsuch temporary discontinuanc& , t ~e Custornerwillbe

promptly notified and afforded the opportunity to correct the cond-& '
the temporary discontinuance.
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2.5 Allowances for Interruptions in Service

EFFECTIVE: February 15, 2006

2.5.1 General

Interruptions in service which are not due to the negligent~ o or noncompliance

with the provisions ofthis ta6 ffby, the Customer or the oper tion oi malfiuxctton

ofthe facilities, power, or equipment provided by the Cust rn 'net will be credited

to the Customer according to provisions set fotih within t1 ' ariff foi theparto

the service that the intemiption affects. The credit allowari&e will be calculated by

Var Tec after the Customer notifies Var Tec ofservice integer 'p"'tion. The amoimt of

the allowance will depend on the length of the outage +i the service impacted.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.5 Allowances for Interruptions in Service (Continued)

2.5.2 Credit Allowances

Credit allowances given by Var Tec, if any, will be deducted fi om the cliarges

payable by the IXC and will be expressly indicated on the nex» invoice

Credit allowances do not apply to outages which are caused by the IXC, diic to

failure ofequipment provided by the IXC, failures ofLEC facilities or equipment

which are cariying the failures resulting fiom the activities or negligence ofLEC

employees, or due to mutually agreed upon maintenance arid repair. Additionally,

credit allowances do not apply during any period in which Var Tec is not given

access to the serviceprernises or VarTec experiences inability to gain access to

tlie necessaiy equipment. Credit Allowances received by VarTec fi om the LEC

for Off-Net facility outages which affects the IXC's Switched Services will be

passed through to the IXC in the form of a credit on the next invoice.

For calculating credit allowances, every month is considered to have thii4y(30)

days. The credit allowance for an inten Liption or for ast es ofintemiptions shall

not exceed:

A. The applicable monthly rate, or

B. Thc assL1111cd 1'1'111'1Litcs of Llsc chalgc
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIOXS (Continued)

2.5 Allowances for Interruptions in Service (Continued)

2.5.3 Limitations

No credit allowances will be made for: interruptions due to tlxe neg}tge»ce «or
noncompliance witlx the provisions oftlus tariffby, tlxe CustoIxx««thon

Joint-User, or other Common Camer, providing service coll»ec«d to the sex+'

ofCompany; inte» uptions due to tlxe negligence ofanyperson otlxer than VarTec

including, but not limited to, tlxe Customer or otlxer CoIxuxxo» Ca» 1 '
to VarTec's facilities; interruptions due to tlxe failure or»»}fu»
Company equipment; inten uptions ofservice dutxng any pe»od» w}&c V

is not given full and free access to its facilities and equipIxxe»t foI the purpos of

investigating and con ecting intern&ptions; inte» uptions of service «~»g ape o"
in which tlxe Customer continues to use the service o» a» i»xpa»ed xa '
inte» uptions ofservice du&-i»g any period when the CustoIxxer has re}eased settee

to Va1 Tec for maintenance purposes or for i»»pl ementatio» of a Custom««der

for a change in service a» angements; interxuption ofservice due to circu»»tances

or causes beyond the control of VarTec.

1» addition, credit allowance for Service }nte» uptions also do not app}y whe»

service is interrupted due to labor difficu}ties, goverIxmenta} orders c»»

commotions, criminal actions taken against VarTec, a«ts of ~
circunxstances beyond VarTec's reasonable control. No credit slxall be»»wed

for an inten uption period ofless tlian thirty(30) minutes The Custom«sh»} b

credited for an interruption oft}xiNy (30)minutes or mor~ at the r

the montlxly charges for the facility or service for each period of30»»»utes

fraction thereofthat the intenuption contirxues after the iHitia} t}xIrty(30) x»»ut

interruption.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.5 Allowances for Interruptions in Service (Continued)

2.5.3 Limitations (Continued)
A credit allowance for service intemlptions wi I 1 be applied to Switc»«AC«»

Service depending upon w»et»er or not the interlxlption is associated wit» a

selaice that is usage rated or monthly recurring rated as sct fo~ ~ f

A. Credit Allowance for Usage Rated Services

jf tlute service experiencing an Interruption is billed based on a»~»»«

minutes 0fuse, clcdlt shall bc allowed for an interruption ofgreatel t»an

twenty-four (24) hours. Such credit will be at the rate of 1/30th of the

assumed minutes ofuse charge for each period oftwenty f lr (

or fiaction thereof tjxat tjte intemlption continues. If the scrvl«

expeliencing an Intemlption is billed on a measured, usage senslt»c b~'s

a credit allowance does not apply.

B. Credit Allowance for Monthly Recurring Kated Ser '

For Switched Access Services with monthly recuning la«s tl

for which a credit will apply due to service interl~&Ptions will b«»«otal

ofall monthly rate elements associated with t»e tr~»port f
or DS3, fixed per month and per mile per month, including any mont»jy

rated features. No cledit allowance shallbe allo~cd for a nt rmp ' n

period ofJess tjlan t jail~(30) minutes. T»e Qustorrler shall be credited «1

an lntcl'1 uptlon 0f30 llllnutcs 01 mole up to, and illcjuding, 2 hotlls at t»c

rate of 1/I 440 ofthe monthly charges for the facility «r ea l P rl "
nanutes or iraction tjlereo ft»at t»e nltemlption costumes aft

1Illnutc outage.

ln any month, as a result of t»e interruption, the total cr«lt P«ra«
element of the interrupted service may not exc;eed 100pelcent of t»c

monthly charge for that particular rate ejemer-rt



COMTEL TKLCOM ASSETS LP
d/b/a VARTEC TELECOM

SC p.S.C. NO. 1 ACCESS TARIFF

Original Page No 60

ISSUED: February 15, 2006
ISSUED BY: Becky Gipson

Director, Regulatory Affairs
2440 Marsh Lane
Carrollton, Texas 75006
(972) 478-3000

EFFECTIVE February 15, 2006

2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.5 Allowances for Interruptions in Service (Continued)

2.5.3 Limitations (Continued)

C. When a Credit Allowance Does Not Apply

Credit allowances will not be made for the fo11O

Intenllptions caused by the negligence of the Cus o ~

Intenuptions of a service due to the failure of e lu&ptn0 e ul ment ol

systems provided by the Customer or others.

Inten uptions ofa service during any perio. m wtuc VarTectsnot

afforded access to the premises where tha servtce &s tenn&e is terminated.

When VarTec and the Customer negotiate the releasee re ease of the

service for maintenance purposes, to mme rearrangemen s- arran ementsorto

implement an order for a change in the service, a credht all, a credit allowance

does not apply during the negotiated tine of release.

Periods when. the Customer elects not tw release the servica etxeservice for

testing and/or repair and continues to use it on an impaired bi anim airedbasis.

D. Temporary Surrender of a Service

In certain instances, the Customer may be reW to surrender a

service for purposes other than maintenance, testi&~g r acti vj reiatin~ to

a service order. If the Customer consents, a cr ~d't a owance w&11 be

granted. The credit allowance will be determine~ 'n"

a credit for service interruptions as set forth iM (
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.6 Customer Equipment and Channels

2.6.1 Station Equipment

The Custolner is responsible for providing and maintaining ar y terminal e uipment

on the Customer's Premises in compliance with state &
" federal rules and

, The electric power consumed by such equ' Kent sha 1 pnt shall be provided

by, and maintained at the expense of, the Customer.

The Customer is responsible for ensuring that CustomeI p ovided e uimnent

connected to Company equipment and facilities is compatible 1sllch e l.llnlTlent

agrutude and character ofthe voltag ~d currents impressed

on Company-provided equipment and wiring by the cori-r ctlon o eration, or

maintenance ofsuch equipment and wiling shall be such & ot to cause damage

to Var Tec-provided equipnlent and wiring or injury to ~ 1-T'ec's em loyees or

other persons. Any additional protective equipment recP" ed to revent such

danlage OI- lnjluy shall be plovlded by Var Tec at the C'ust. m. -' "p -'
2.6.2 Interconnection of Facilities

Any special interface equipment necessary to achieve co~p lilt between the

facilities and equipment ofVar Tec used for funlishing W ess Services and the

n leis, facilities, or equipment of other C r ~all be p oe rovided at the

Customer's expense.

Access Selvices maybe connected to the sew ices or fac + les ofothel Carl lers

only when authorized by, and in accordance with, the te~ conditions ofthe

tariffs of the other Camers which are applicable to s~
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.6 Customer Equipment and Channels (Continued)

2.6.3 Inspections

Upon reasonable notification to the Customer, and at reasonable tilnes, VarTec

may nzake such tests and inspections as maybe necessary to deterinine that the

Customer is complying with the requirements set foith within this tariff for t»e

installation, operation, and wiruig in the connection ofCustomer-provided facilities

and equipment to Company-owned facilities and equipment. No credit will be

allowed for any interruptions occurring during such inspections.

lf tlie protective requirements for Customer-provided equipment are not being

collvlied with, Var Tec rilay take such actiorl as it deelns rlecessaryto protect its

facilities, equipment, and personnel. Var Tec will notify the Custom«promptly if

there is any need for fuiiher corrective action. Within ten (l 0) days «iecei»ng
said notice, the Customer must take this corrective action and notify VarTec ofthe

action taken. If the Customer fails to do this, VarTec may take whatev«

additional action is deemed necessary, including the suspension of se» ice, to

protect its facilities, equipment, and personnel fiom harm. Var Tec will, upon

request 24 hours in advance, provide the Customer with a statement of teclnncal

parameters that the Customer's equipment must ineet.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.7 Billing and Payment Regulations

2.7.1 Billing and Collection of Charges

All bills are presumed accurate, and shall be binding on the ~u er»bless notice

ofdlsputedcharge(s) isrecelvedby VarTecwltl~nnineb (90)day'(

five (5) days aAer such bills have been mailed or otherwise j-e' " 'd red erVarTec's

normal course of business).

Var Tec shall bill on a cun ent basis all usage charges inc»»rr and credits due

er under this tarif fatt»~butable to services stabhshed, ped rovided, or

on rnued dunng the preceding b&wmg period Recu mizgrates and gesandchar es for

eprovidedduringthenextbHIlngpe
'

d ]lbebillediilled in advance

pres nt invoices for all charges monthly t tI&e Customer.tomer. A»mounts

'" in hirty(g0) days after the date ofinvoice ~ill be considered past

'll as~~~s a late payment charge;, &dance with provisions

set fo»th herein. IfVar Tec becomes concerned at any ti~ uttieabilit ofa

m rtopayitsbills, VarTecmayrequire that the Custmerpa- a itsbillswithin

p number ofdays andmake suchpayrnents in c~shor the eqo thee uivalentof

cash.

Ifa service is disconnected by Var Tec and later restored- res "
may be subject to all applicable installation charges.

When a rate as set fo»th in this tari ffis shown to more tha»w tw ecimal laces, the

charges will be determined using the rate shown. The re~»'Itu g 'amogQt will then

be rounded to the nearest penny (i.e., rounded to two
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.7 Billing and Payment Regulations (Continued)

2.7.1 Billing and Collection of Charges (Continued)

Var Tec may charge the Customer. all fees or expenses (including attorneys' fees)

reasonably incurred in collecting or attenmpting to collect ally charges owed

Var Tec. In addition, ifthe Customer's unpaid charges are refen ed to an outside

collection agency, Var Tec may immediately begin to charge the Customer a

collection fee on the unpaid charges at a rate of 1.5%per month. Such collection

fees are separate and distinct from attorneys' fees and other costs incurred in

collecting charges owed Var Tec. The Customer will be liable to Var Tec for the

payment of all such fees and expenses reasonably incUrred.

VarTec includes its name and its toll-free telephone number on all invoices.

Adjushnents for the quantities ofservices established or discontinued in any billing

period beyond the mininnm period set forth for services in other sections ofthis

tari ffwill be prorated to the number ofdays or fraction thereo fbased on a thi&4y

(30) day month.
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2.0 RUL, KS AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.7 Billing and Payment Regulations (Continued)

2.7.2 Payment of Rates and Charges

The Customer is responsibl e for payment ofall charges for services and fac&ht&es

furnished by Var Tec to the Customer or its Joint or Author&zed U

Unless otherwise specified herein, bills are due and payable upon rece&pt The

Customer shallberesponsible for thepaymentofall applicable chargespursuant

to this tariff and applicable Commission rules.

Wl&ere, prior to cancellation by the Customer, Var Tec incurs any exp n

installing the service or in preparing to install the service that it otherwise w«»d t tot

have incurred, a charge equal to the costs VarTec incurred, less net salvage, shall

apply, but in no case shall this charge exceed the sun' of the charg

muumum period ofservices ordered, including installation charges, and all charge

others levy against Var Tec that would have been chargeable to the Cus«»«had

service begun.

The special charges described will be calculated and applied on a case-by-c

basis.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.7 Billing and Payment Regulations (Continued)

2.7.3 Taxes

Unless otherwise indicated, all stated rates and charges in tlws tm&ff are cotnputed

by VarTec exclusive ofany federal, state, or local, and foreign sales, use exc»e

utility, gross receipts, sales or privilege taxes, duties, fees„tax-like or»m»ar

liabilities (other than general income or propeNy taxes) wh«h«charged""

against VarTec or its Customer. Such taxes, fees, etc. shall be pa&d by

Customer in addition to the charges stated in this tariff. All such taxes, dut&es and

fees shall each be shown as a separate line item on the Customer s m ntl y

lnvo tee.

2.7.4 Advance Payments

To safeguard its interests, Var Tec may require a Custo&mer to make an advance

paytnent before services and facilities are finished. The advance payment will n«

exceed an amount up to two (2) months ofestimated monthly usage charg s &

addition, where special construction is involved, the advance paymen™ya»o

include an amount equal to the estimated non-recurring charges for the spec»1

constriction and recun ing charges (ifany) for a period to be set by negotiations

between Var Tec and the Customer. The advance payment will be c«dt ted to 't

Customer's initial bill. An advance payment may be required in addition to a

deposit.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.7 Billing and Payment Regulations (Continued)

2.7.5 Deposits

make a deposit,
To safeguard its interests, Var Tec may require the Cust~l~

osit does not lelieve
to be held as a guarantee for the payment ofcharges. A d&1

bills onpresentatlon
the Customeroftheresponsibilityfol-theplolmptpaynlent of
The deposit will not exceed an amount equal to:

}11chhas almlllnmllII
A. Three (3)month's charges for a set~ ice or facility ~

payment period of one (1) month; or

B.
ament period for a

The charges that would apply for the Iminilmur-r+ I . '
d ofmore than one

selvice or facility which has a.minimulm payment I
ddltlonal amount m the

(1)month; except that the deposit may include al~ ~
event a tenllination charge is applicable,

A deposit may be required in addition to an advance I ment.

de osit ifany willbe
When a see ice or facility is discontinued, the amount o6~

ce rel~laining will e
applied to the Customer's account and any credit bal. ~~

Teclmay, atlts option
refunded. Before the set~ ice or facility is discontinued, ~~ . h

'
htr arTec retains the Iig

return the deposit or credit it to the Customer's account lied plus any costs
to collect any amounts owing after the deposit has bee=~
related to the collection of any remaining balance.

without deductions
Deposits held will accrue interest at a rate specified by V~ ' f - tl

~y deposit after t le
for any taxes o» such deposits. Interest will not accru~

rm it to tile Custolner
date on which reasonable effolt has been made to re='~
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.7 Billing and Payment Regulations (Continued)

2.7.5 Deposits (Continued)

Simple interest, set annually by the Conunission at a rate ofnot less than 6'/o pet

annum ol greater than 12%per annum, will be paid on deposits. The rates of
interest to be paid on Custoiner deposits are in accordance with applicable state

law and regulation and are established annually on December 1 for the subsequent

calendar year by the Commission,

The interest shall be paid to the Customer attn&ally, ifrequested by the Customer,

or at the time the deposit is returned or credited to the Customer's account. The

deposit shall cease to draw interest on the date it is returned or credited to the

Customer's account.

Var Tec shall promptly and automatically refund the deposit plus accrued interest

to the Customer in the form ofcash or credit to a Customer's bill, or void the

guaranty, when the following conditions have been met:

The Customer has paid bills for service for twelve (12) consecutive

residential billings or twenty-four (24) consecutive commercial or industrial

billings without having service disconnected and without having more than

two (2) occasions in which a bill was delinquent, and

B. The Custon&er is not delinquent in the payment ofthe cun ent bill. At such

time as the provision ofservice to the Customer is te&minated, the amount

of the deposit will be credited to the Customer, s account and any credit

balance which may remain will be refunded.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.7 Billing and Payment Regulations (Continued)

2.7.6 Past Due Charges

Customers billed directly by Var Tec or its agents for charges incun ed as the result

ofutilizing Vai Tec's service will be assessed a late payment fee for any unpaid

monthly balance i fpaynient is not received by Var Tec by the due date specifically

listed on the Customer's bill or ifany potion of the payinent received by VarTec

is in funds which are not immediately available upon presentment. The late fee

assessed by VarTec will be equal to 1.5'/o per month for any such past due

balance.

Customers that have a billing dispute may pay any undisputed potions ofthe bill

by the payinent due date to avoid assessinent of a late payment charge on the

undisputed aniount. In the event that a billing dispute is resolved by Var Tec in

favor of the Customer, any disputed amount wi tliheld pending resolution ofthe

billing dispute shall not be subj ect to the late payment charge. However, in the

event that a billing dispute is resolved in favor ofVar Tec, the Customer shall pay

the applicable late payment charge on the disputed arriount.

Collection procedures are unaffected by the application of the late payment

charge. The late payinent charge does not apply to final amounts.

2.7.7 Returned Check Charge

When a payment for service is made by check, draft, or similar negotiable

instrument, a returned check charge will be made by Var Tec for eacll silcli item

returned unpaid by a bank to Var Tec for any reason. The accep«»ce «checks

drafts, or other negotiable instninients for the satisfaction af the Cus«»«'s debts

to Var Tec shall not constitute a waiver by Var Tec of its ri ght to payment by legal

telldel .
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.8 Application and Cancellation of Service by Customer

Delivery of calls to or acceptance of calls from VarTec's End User locations over

Company-switched local exchange services constitutes an order by the Cus«»ei «
purchase switched access services as described herein. Similarly the selectioii by a

Company's End User ofthe Customer as the presubscribed IXC constitutes an order of

switched access by the Customer. Iii these cases, an invoice will be the first

comiiiunication fiom Var Tec to the Customer. In other instances, a Service Order may

be used.

To protect the rights ofconsumers to presubscribe to a new IXC without inten uption in

service, service may not be terminated without Var Tec's written consent, which will not

be unreasonably witliheld. After receiving such consent, service maybe terminated after

thiity(30) days in accordance with state and federal regulations. Upon such termination,

the Customer shall be responsible for the payment ofall charges due as specified witiun t»s

tal 1ff.

2.8.1 Discontinuance of Service by Customer

Interexchange Camers are proliibited fiom unilaterally discontuiuing the provision

of service to the Company's local exchange service Customers «othe~' e

blocking or iinpairing access traffic in the Origuiating Direction or the Temunating

Direction.

Pursuant to this general prohibition, Interexchange Carriers n»y»«:

A) unilaterally block or otherwise discontinue carriage oforiginating access

traffic (such traffic includes, but is not limited to, interexchange traffic that

is originated by the Company's local exchange service customer); or

8) unilaterallyblock or otherwise discontinue the carriage ofterininating

access traffic (such traffic includes, but is not limited to, interexcha»ge

traffic originated by the Interexchange Camer's customers and destined

for termination by the Company to the Company' s local exchange service

customers),
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.9 Service Dispute Resolution

For the purposes ofthis section, "notice" is defined as written notice to VarTec, contai»i»g

sufficient docunientatio» to investigate the dispute, including the account number under

which the bill has been rendered, the date ofthe bill, and the specific items on the bill being

disputed.

The Customer shall notify Var Tec ofany disputed items on an invoice within»i»ety(90)

days of receipt ofthe invoice. Questions regarding Var Tec's services or charges assessed

on a Customer's bill maybe directed to VarTec's Customer service depat4ment toll-fice

at (800) 583-8811. lf the Customer and Var Tec are unable to resolve the dispute to tlieir

mutua1 satisfaction, the Custonier may file '1 COITllilailit with the Conimission i» accordaiice

with the Commissio»'s rules of procedures.

Adjustments to Customer's bills shall be made when circumstances exist which reasonably

indicate that such changes are appropriate.

lii the event that VarTec resolves the billing dispute in favor of a Customer who has

witliheld payment of the disputed amount pending resolution ofthe disputed bill, VarTec

will credit the Customer's account for the disputed arnot»it in the billing period following

the resolution of the dispute.

ln the event that VarTec resolves the billing dispute in favor ofa Customer who 1'ias p»d

the total amount ofthe disputed bill, VarTec will credit the Customer's accou»t «r a»y

overpayment by the Customer in the billing period following the resolution ofthe dispute.

l» the event tliat Var Tec resolves the billing dispute in favor ofa Customer who has paid

the total amount of the disputed bill but canceled the service, VarTec will issue a refund of

any overpayi»ent by the Customer.

All adjustments or refunds provided by Var Tec to tlie Customer, and wliich are accepted

by the Customer, are final and constitute full satisfaction, settlement, and/or compro»iise

ofall ofthe Customer's claims for the billing period for wliieh the adjustment or refirnd was

issued.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.10 Transfers and Assignments

Neither Var Tec nor the Custotner may assign or transfer its rights or duties in connect&o»

with the services and facilities provided by Var Tec without the written consent ofthe otheI

paly, except that Var Tec may assign its rights and duties (a) to any substd»ry pa e 'tt

Company or affiliate ofVar Tec (b) pursuant to any sale or transfer ofsubstant&ally all t»e

assets of Var Tec; or pursuant to any financirlg, Inerger or reorganization of Var Tec

Written perInission from VarTec is required before any assigrunent or transfer. All

regulations and conditions contained in this tariff shall apply to all such pe»nitted assIgn

or transferees, as well as all conditions of service.

The Customer may not assign or transfer (e.g. , mergers, acquisitions, consolidations) the

use of services provided under this tariff except where there is no in«»upt'on of u

relocation of the services, such as assigtnnent or transfer to:

A. Another Customer, whether an individual, partnership, association or corporatIon

provided the assignee or transferee asstunes all outstanding indebtedness fo s '
services, the unexpired potion ofthe miInttuun period and the termn'&at&on habth y

applicable to such services, if any; or

A cou~ appointed receiver, trrustee or other person acting pursuant to law in

banlu uptcy, receivership, reorganization, insolvency, liquidation or other suntlar

proceedings, provided the assignee or transferee assumes the unexpu ed p«»n
ofthe minimum pe&iod and the termination liability applicable to such services if

any.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.10 Transfers and Assignments (Continued)

fy'ar Tec is required

In all cases ofassigiiment or transfer, the written acluiow la&%~
be made witl&n fifteen

prior to such assigninent or transfer and such acknowledgi~
feree shall provide to

(15)days from the receipt of notification. The assignee; wr tr»'
oi tiansferoi All

~ use «siich seivic Ir tl signor

iqff shall apply to such

onsandapplicable charges, t fo 1 1
' t ri

assignee or transferee.

char e the asslg or or

The assignment orrtransfer of services does llot relieve or dls
see or transferee for any

maining jointly or severall

ng at the time of the assign, ,
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2.0 RULES AND RKCULATIOXS (Continued)

2.11 Jointly Provided Access Services

Meet Point Billing applies where a Customer orders Switched Access to anotheI Exchange

Carrier to originate and terminate traffic to Subscribers. All recurring and nor«cu»»g
charges for services provided by each Exchange Carrier are billed under each Can ter's

applicable rates.

Var Tec accepts and adheres to the Ordering and Billing Forum, Multiple Exchange Can ier

Access Billing (MECAB) and Multiple Exchange Carrier Ordering and Design (MECOD)

guidelines.

Var Tec will handle ordering, rating and billing ofAccess Services under this tariff where

mole than one Exchange Carrier is involved in the provision ofAccess Services as follows:

When FGB or FGD is ordered by a Customer to an interconnection point of
another Exchange Carrier connected to Var Tec's network, the Customer must

provide the original order to that Exchange CaIrier, and must provide a copy of
the order to this Company. Each Exchange Carrier that accepts the order will

provide the portion of Switched Transpo&t in its territory to an interconnection

point with another Exchange Carrier, and will bill the service in accordance with

its tari ff(s). The rates for Switched Transport (fixed and per mile), are detenxined

as follows:

1. The total mileage for the service is cotnputed using the V&H Coordinate

Method set fotth in National Exchange Carrier Association Tariff F.C.C.

No. 4.

2. VarTec's rates and charges are then multiplied by the appropriate

quantity(ies) and the billing factor to obtain the charges for this company.
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2.0 RULES AND REGULATIONS (Continued)

2.11 Jointly Provided Access Services (Continued)

B. The application ofnondistance sensitive rate elements vaiies according «he '

structure and location of the facilities involved:

When rates and charges are listed on aper point ofte»»n t'o' b

company's rates will bebilled for the termination(s) witlun» ' 1 ai y

operating ten itory.

When rates and charges are listed on a per unit ba»s e g m'i 'p

this company's rates and charges will apply for the units located in this

colnpaiiy s opeiatlng tel iltoiy.

3. When rates and charges are developed on an individual case»sis such

rates wi] l be developed for the portion of the service provided by tl»s

company.

4. When rates and c}iarges are listed on aper service basis, these ra«s and

charges will be billed.

S. When rates and charges are listed on aper line or ti~u«ms

company's rates will be billed based on the nurr»«of me

specified by the Customer onits order for access service placed with tl»s

coillpally,
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3.0 SWITCHED ACCESS SERVICE

3.1 General

Switched Access Service, which is available to Customers for their use i» &»ush»g

services to Subscribers, provides a two-poi»t coni»zuiiications path between a Customer s

Premises and a Subscriber's Premises. It provides for the use of coninio» teri»in

switclii»g and transpoi~ facilities. Switched Access Service provides tlie ability««g»a«
calls from a Subscriber's Premises to a Customer's Premises, and to ten»»a«c l

a Customer's Premises to a Subscriber's Premises.

Switched Access Service is available when originating or tert»iriatjng ~all~ f m '

Subscriber which subscribes to the Company's Local Exchange Serv'c

Rates and charges are set forth in Section 4 lierein. The application ofrates for Swi«hed

Access Service is described in Section 4.

3.1.1 Service Commencement Date

The date on which a Customer first sends or receives traffic &or» tl rnpany

Subscriber or the date speci fied on the Service Order, whichever occurs «st and

whichever is applicable.

3.1.2 Service Cancellation Date

Tlie date on wliich a Customer noti fies the Company, in writing, ofit»»«»t»» «
ten»inate its access an angements with VarTec, or the date o» wl&ch tl

nptj fjes the Custpniei, jn wi jtjng, pf jts j»tentjpi'i tp termjrlate access service to the

Custp»1el. Such dates 1»ust cpli fori11 to tlie effectlve cl ates for ca»cellatip» «
service or the Customer's intention to bloclc or have the Company's access ~a+
bloclced, as set forth herein.

l» the event that tlie Company terminates service without notice for i easp»s s«

forth herein, the service cancellation date shall be the date that th

tert»inates service with the Customer.
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3.0 SWITCHED ACCESS SKRVICK (Continued)

3.2 Provision and Description of Switched Access Service Arrangements

3.2.1 Feature Group Access

FG Access is provisioned at the DS- l level and provides trunk-side access to

Local Switching Center switches, for the Customer's use in originating and

terminating conmnuications. Basic FG Access service will be provided with Multi-

Frequency ln Band Signaling (SS7 is also available, where capabilities exist).

All traffic is routed to and from the Company's local switching center via the

Customer's tandem provider or via end office trunlang, where available. Delivery

ofcalls to, or acceptance ofcalls fiom, the Company's End User locations over

Company-switched local exchange setvices shall constitute an agreement by the

Customer to purchase switched access services as described herein. The

Company reserves the right to require the Customer to submit an ASR for

switched access.

3.2.2 Manner of Provision

Trunks used for Switched Access Service maybe configured for one-way(either

originating only or terminating only) or for two-way directionality.



COMTEL TKLCOM ASSETS LP
d/b/a VARTKC TKLKCOM

ISSUED: February 15, 2006
ISSUED BY: Becky Gipson

Director, Regulatory Affairs
2440 Marsh Lane
Carrollton, Texas 75006
(972) 478-3000

3.0 SWITCHED ACCESS SERVICE (Continued)

SC P.S.C. NO. 1 ACCESS TARIFF

Original Page No. 78

FFFFCTIVE: February 15, 2006

3.2 provision and Description ofSwitched Access Service Arrangements(Cont»ued)

3,2.3 Call Types

The following Switched Access Service call types are available:

A. Originating FG Access
B. Originating 800 FG Access
C. Terminating FG Access

3.2 4 Originating FG Access

The access code for FG Access switclung is a uniform access code ofth f
or 0l. 1+or 10].XXXX, For 10l XXXXdialing, a single access code will be the

assigned number ofall FG Access provided to the Customer by th omp'ny

When the access code is used, FG Access switching also provides fo& d»lmg the

digit 0 for access to the Customer's operator service, 91 l «~ access

emergency service, and/or the end ofdialing digit (0) for cut-through acce» « the

Customer's presses. The Company will provide originating FG acce» con»s«nt

with dialing parity obligations.

3.2.5 Originating 800 FG Access

800 Data Base Access Service is a service offering utilizing onginating Tnu@»de

Switched Access Service When an 8XX+NXX+ XXXXcall is or&g&na«dby

a Subscriber, the Cotnpany will perform Customer identification»sed o'

screening of the full ten-digits of the 8XX number to de:termine "~

location to which the call is to be routed.
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3.0 SWITCHED ACCESS SERVICE (Continued)

3.2 Provision and Description ofSwitched Access Service Arrangements (Continu«)

3.2.6 Terminating FG Access

FG Access, when used in the terminating direction, may onlybe used to a«ess

Subscribers who are subscribing to the Company's Local Exchange Services.

Calls in the tenninatlllg direction will not be completed to 950-0XXXo& 950-1

XXXaccess codes, local operator assistance (0- and 0+), Directory Assistance,

{411or 5S5-1212) service codes 611 and 911 and 101XXXXa«ess codes

3.3 Ordering Options

This section sets fo&th the regulations and order related charges for Ac«ss Service

Requests {ASR)for Switched Access Service, as defined in ties tariff. These charges are

in addition to other applicable charges set forth in other sections of t»is tartff

3.3.1 Ordering Conditions

The Customer may order switched access tluough a Constructive Order, as

defined herein, or tl~ough an ASR. The format and terms ofthe ASR will be as

specified in the Industry Access Service Order Guidelines, unless otherwise

specified herein.
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3.0 SWITCHED ACCESS SERVICE (Continued)

3.3 Ordering Options (Continued)

3.3.2 Minimum Period of Service

The minimum period for which Access Service is provided and for which charges

are applicable is one tnonth. The following changes will be treated as a

discontinuance of the existing service and a request for installation of a new

service. All associated Non-Recurring Charges will apply for the new service, and

a new minimum period will be established:

A. A change in the identity of the Customer of record; or

B. A move by the Customer to a different building.

When Access Service is disconnected prior to the expiration of the minimum

period, charges are applicable for the balance of the rrtinimum p«tod The

Mininnun Period Charge for monthly billed services will be determined as follows:

For Switched Access Service, the charge for a month or fraction thereof is

equivalent to 50,000 billed minutes of use for the applicable service. All

applicable Non-Recun ing Charges for the service will be billed in addition to the

Minimum Period Charge.
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3.4 Reports and Testing

3.4.1 Design Layout Report

At the request ofthe Customer, the Company will provide to the Customer the

makeup ofthe facilities and services provided from the Customer's Premises to

the first point of switching. This information will be provided in the form ofa

design layout report. The design layout repo&t will be provided to the Customer

at no charge.

3.4.2 Acceptance Testing

At no additional charge, the Company will, at the Customer's request,

cooperatively test, at the time of installation, the following parameters: loss, C-

notched noise, C-message noise, 3-tone slope, d.c.continuity and operational

signaling.
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4.0 SWITCHED ACCESS RATES

4.1 General

This section contains the specific regulations govenmsg the rates and charges that apply for

Switched Access Services:

There are three types of rates and charges that apply to Switched Access Service:

- Non-Recurring Charges: One-time charges that apply for a specific work activity.

- Recurring Charges: Fixed charges apply each month and depend on the number and

type of facilities in place.

- Usage Charges; Charges that are applied on a per access niinute basis. Usage vohunes

are accumulated over a monthly period.

4.2 Rate Categories

There are several rate categories which apply to Switched Access Service:

Carrier Switched Access Originating

Carrier Switched Access Terminating
Toll-Free 8XX Data Base Access Service

The Company provides originating and terminating switched access service rated upon

aggregate traffic volumes fiorn the following cost categories:

4.2.1 Common Line

Tlie Conlmoll L,ine cost category establishes the charges related to the iise of
Company-provided end usei coninion lines by Custorriers and end users for

switched access.
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4.2 Rate Categories (Continued)

4.2.2 Switched Transport

The Switched Transpoit cost category establishes the charges related to tlie

transmission and tandem switching facilities between the Customel designated

premises and the end office switch(es) where the Customer's ti affic is switched «
originate or tel Iiil11ate the Customel s comn1ui11cations.

4.2.3 End Office Switching

The End Office Switching cost category establishes the charges related to the use

ofend office switching equipment, the terminations in the end office ofsubscriber

lines, the terminations ofcalls at Company Intercept Operators or recordings, the

Signaling Transfer Point (STP) costs, and the SS7 signaling fiuiction between tlie

end office and the STP.

4.2.4 Toll-Free 8XX Database Query

The Toll-Free 8XXData Base Query Charge, will apply for each Toll-Free 8XX
call queryreceived at the Company's (or its provider's) Toll-Free 8XXdatabase

4.2.5 Optional Features

Other optional features inay be available on an Indivich&al Case Basis (ICB).
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4.0 SWITCHED ACCESS RATES (Continued)

4.3 Billing of Access Minutes

When recording originating calls over FG Access with rrnilti-frequency address sigrialing,

usage measurement begins when the first wink supervisory signal is forwarded from the

Custolner's facilities. Thelneasurement oforiginating call usage over FG Access ends

when the originating FG Access entry switch receives disconnect supervision from either

the originating End User's Local Switching Center - (indicating that the originating End

User has disconnected), or the Customer's facilities, whichever is recognized first by the

entry switch.

For terminating calls over FG Access with multi-fi. equency address signaliiig, tlie

measurement ofaccess minutes begins when a seizure signal is received

axiom

th«airi«'s
triiiik group at the Point ofPresence within the LATA. The measurement oftemlinating call

usage over FG Access ends when a disconnect signal is received, indicating that either the

originating or terminating user has disconnected.

When recording originating calls over FG Access with SS7 signalir&g, usage measurement

begins with the transmission ofthe initial address message by the switch f» dii cot trunk

groups and with the receipt ofan exit message by the switch for tandem trtu«gr«ips The

measurement oforiginating FG Access usage ends when the entry switch receives or sends

a release message, whichever occurs first.

For terminating calls over FG Access with SS7 signaling, the measurement of access

minutes begins when the terminating recording switch receives the initial address message

from the temiinating End User. On directly routed ti~uik groups or on tandem routed trunk

groups, the Company switch receives the initial addi ess message and sends the indication

to the Customer in the form ofan answer niessage. The measurenletit ofterminating FG

Access call usage ends when the entry switch receives or sends a release message,

whichever occurs first.
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4.0 SWITCHED ACCESS RATES (Continued)

4.4 Timing of Calls

The Customer's monthly usage charges for the Company's switched access service a«

based upon the total number of minutes the Customer uses.

Customer traffic to the Company's end offices will be measured (i e, lecorded ol

assumed) by the Company at end office switches or access tandem switches. Originating

and telminating calls will be measured (i.e. recorded or assumed) by t»e Co»ipany «
determine the basis for computing chargeable access nIinutes. In the event tIIat Subscriber

Customer message detailis unavailable because the Company has lost or damaged tapes

or expelienced recording system outages, the Colnpany will estiIHate t»e volulneof lost

Customer access minutes of use based upon previously-known values

For billing pug)oses, FGD access minutes or fractions thereof (the exact value of t»e

fi.action being a flmction ofthe switch technology where the measurement is made), a«
accumulated over the billing period for each end office and then are lounded up to t»e

nearest access minute for each end office and billed in increments ofone (I)minute.

The Company will not luxowingly charge for Incomplete Calls. Upo n t»«us«nlel s

request and proper verification, the ColTlpany shall promptly adjust or credit the

Customer's account for charges or payments for any unanswered call inadvertently bil«d

due to the unavailability ofFeature Group D or due to another Calmer's failure to provide

ailswel supel vision.
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4.5 Rates and Charges

4.5.1 Carrier Common Line Access

Originating

Terminating

4.5.2 Local Transport

$0.000000 per minute

$0.000000 per minute

Tandem Switched Facility per mile $0.000050 per mile

Tandem Switched Tertnination per minute $0.000410 per minute

Access Tandem Switching $0.000740 per minute

4.5.3 Local Switching

Local Switching

4.5 4 Toll-Free Database Query

$0.006979 per minute

Per Query $0.004000 per minute
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5.0 LOCAL AND OEAS TRAFFIC EXCHANGE AND TERMINATION

5.1 General

This section establishes the methodology for the exchange and termination of local and

OEAS traffic for carriers that do not have an interconnection agreement with the

Company.

5.2 Ordering Conditions

The Customer may order switched access tlu. ough a Constructive Order, as defined

herein, or through an ASR. The forinat and terms ofthe ASR will be as specified in the

Industry Access Service Order Guidelines, unless otherwise specified herein.

5.3 Local and OFAS Traffic Compensation

Local and OEAS traffic exchange will be conducted imder a Bill and Ikeep arrangeinent.

All local traffic will be exchanged under a Meet Point Billing An angement which utilizes

Category 92 sunm~ary usage record exchange, unless and until either the Conznission or

FCC requires an altemati ve approach for the exchange ofusage infonriation for such traffic

for use by all industrypaiticipants, pursuant to which the Company and the Terminating

Carriers shall recover the costs of transposing and terminating such traffic on their

networks from other patties in accordance with the then applicable regulations, including

to the extent practicable, any Internet Service Provider access charge exemption. This

provision does not apply to access traffic, transit traffic, or wireless traffic.
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6.0 CONTRACTS AND INDIVIDUAL CASE BASIS ARRANGKMKNTS

6.1 Contracts

The Company may provide any of the services offered under this rate page, or
combinations ofservices, to Customers on a contractual basis, The terms and conditions

ofeach contract offering are subject to the agreement ofboth the Customer and Company.

Such contract offerings will be made available to similarly situated Customers in

substantially similar circumstances. Rates in other sections of this rate page do not apply
to Customers who agree to contract arrangements, with respect to services within the

scope of the contract.

Services provided under contract are not eligible for any promotional offerings which may

be offered by the Company from time to titne.

6.2 Individual Case Basis Arrangements

An angements will be developed on an 1CBin response to a bona fIde special request from

a Customer or prospective Customer to develop a competitive bid for a service. ICB
rates will be offered to the Customer in writing and on a non-discriminatory basis.


